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Jefferson Park - Gateway to Chicago & Transportation Hub

In This Issue:

We would like to thank the Chicago Transit Authority for sharing their historic photo
collection with us.  Some of these photos are published in this edition, which documents the
CTA’s rich history in our neighborhood and business district.

Public transportation began in Chicago in the middle of the 19th century, and it was
originally operated by numerous management companies.  The first streetcars were horse-
drawn and entered into service in 1859 and the first cable cars were introduced in 1882.

By 1914, all street railway companies in Chicago were unified under one management
and became known as the Chicago Surface Lines. Motor bus service began in Chicago in 1927,
and this was soon followed by the introduction of trolley bus service in 1930.

The Chicago Transit Authority was created in 1945, and two years later the CTA began
managing all rapid transit and streetcar service in Chicago.  By 1958, all streetcar service
ended.

The original Jefferson Park Station was built at ground level in the 19th century by the
Chicago and North Western Railway, and it was raised above ground in 1958. On February 1,
1970, Jefferson Park’s “L” station opened as the northwestern terminus of the Kennedy
Expressway extension of the CTA’s Milwaukee Line (now the Blue Line). The station was
designed by Skidmore, Owings and Merrill.  In 1983, the branch was extended past Jefferson
Park to O’Hare Airport. The station was renovated in 2000–2001, and an elevator added to aid
access. In 2005, a monument to Thomas Jefferson was placed along the station’s entrance
along Milwaukee Avenue.

Jefferson Park has a long transport history.  With humble beginnings of horse-pulled
wagons transporting farm goods, it today houses a large station for buses, the elevated train,
and a Metra Line.  It most certainly will continue to be a key transportation hub for a long time
into the future.  -  Frank Suerth



Small Business Experts.
We’re Here For You. 
Parkway Bank has a strong foundation to help build your business framework. 

Introducing the Parkway Partnership.  We’ll customize and bundle our small
business banking services to help you improve your bottom line.

Ask about our Free $100 opening balance credit†.

FREE $100 Opening Balance Credit†

FREE 150 Transactions Per Month
FREE First Order Checks
FREE Online Banking & Bill Payment
FREE Business Debit Card

THE PARKWAY 
PARTNERSHIP

† If account is closed within six months of opening, you will be assessed a $50.00 fee.

What a Community Bank Should Be.
www.parkwaybank.com  708-867-6600

If the balance falls below $1,000 a $10 service fee will be charged. Excess transaction fee $0.50 per item. First order of safety paper checks are free in quantity of 300
(duplicate checks) or 500 (non-duplicate). Free economy package online banking with small business checking account. Up to 5 accounts allowed, thereafter $3.00 for each
account. No annual fee on debit card. If account is closed within six months of opening, you will be assessed a $50.00 fee.

Michael J. Swinford, Branch Manager, Chicago
4854 N. Milwaukee Avenue • (773) 777-4433
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Mission Statement:

As the Jefferson Park Historical Society, our mission is to educate others
about the history of Jefferson Park and the surrounding areas of Chicago.  We
will accomplish this through discussion at meetings,  public tours and events,
and dissemination of historical documents and photos though publications.
Additionally, we desire to collaborate with others in the community to continue
to maintain and preserve the history of our neighborhood.   By linking the
past with the present and the future, we will provide an awareness and create
an appreciation for our place in Chicago’s and Illinois’ history.

The Jefferson Park Historical Society

Jefferson Park Historical Society
P. O. Box 30081.
Chicago, IL 60630
Phone: (773) 725-5774
e-mail: suerth@surfnetcorp.com
Website: jeffersonparkhistory.org

© 2008 Jefferson Park Historical Society
All rights reserved

Board Members:
Frank Suerth     (773) 725-5774
Robert Bank  • Marilyn Ebenstein
Joe Winiecki  •  Susanna Ernst
Janet Taylor  •  Del Norwood

President: John Maloof
Vice-president: Dan Pogorzelski
Treasurer: Gail Weber
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4018 NORTH CICERO AVENUE CHICAGO, IL 60641

OPEN 7 AM TILL 11 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

773-545-7377

WWW.CITYNEWSSTAND.COM

John Maloof

Century 21 Grande Realty
4728 N. Harlem Ave

Harwood Hts., IL 60706
Direct: 773.677.3001
Office: 708-867-5454
www.johnmaloof.com

6 Time Award Winning
Dollar Producer!

(773) 677-3001
(773) 350-9414

Membership:
$15.00 per calendar year - $10.00 for 62 years old and over

The Big Difference
for Small Business

Helping Small Businesses
Since 1984

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Your Neighborhood
Personal Tax
Professionals

Call Today for Your
Appointment
(773) 202-1000

5439 W. Lawrence Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630

Email: dennis@dapcpa.com
Website: www.dapcpa.com



LettersLetters
I am doing some research for a book I’m writing and wondering if you could please help me.  I need to know
the names of any taverns that existed in the 1940’s in the Jefferson Park area.  Perhaps there is still a historic
one still in existence.  Thank you so much for your time.

Dr. Barbara McFarland - Burlington, KY

There is a tavern at 4425 N. Central called Ted’s Place.  In the 1945 Jefferson Park Directory, that address
is listed as Central Liquor & Cocktail Lounge, Joseph Vestuto, Prop.  Fishchman Liquors at 4776-80 N.
Milwaukee Ave. is listed as Consumers Tavern in 1945.  Papa Nicholas Café at 4431 N. Milwaukee was the
K & K bar until a few years ago and back in 1945 it was called the Healie’s Tavern.  Down the block, at 4413
N. Milwaukee, Miska Liquors was called the Portage Park Tavern in 1945.  The Windsor Tavern at 4530 N.
Milwaukee was once called the Windmill and goes back at least to the 1930’s (The Cook County Assessor’s
website has the building listed as 98 years old).  -  JPHS

I recently found online that the JPHS exists and while I am a Michigan resident now, my family’s roots all
were firmly planted in Jeff for a long time.

Going back (on my mother’s side) to 1883 - when my great-grandfather purchased property and built his
home on what was then Grim Street - now known as Ainslie.  The home still stands - at 5220 W. Ainslie.

And, on my dad’s side of the family - their home in Jefferson dates to 1880’s - when my great-grandfather
bought a small truck (vegetable) farm near what is now the intersection of Lovejoy and Central avenue.
Progress won out and they moved to a house on Edmunds Street - that was demolished for the construction
of the Kennedy.  My maternal grandmothers was married in the second (of three) Congregational church
buildings - at London and Giddings

I did enjoy reading the newsletters online.  Very good job to those compiling the information. In a way - its
too bad that some of the real old timers - with stories to tell are gone now.  Andy Mickelson (of J.V. May) was
one.  Bernie Molay was another - his family had a business of one type or another in town forever.

Letters have been edited for clarity and space.
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I do remember many stories of Jefferson myself.
My great aunt had a fruit store next door to Mr.
May’s first undertaking parlor on Lawrence avenue
... she was full of stories.  And, my great-grandfather
(the one that had the vegetable farm) eventually
become the town’s gate man - the NW railway was
surface level in those days - and the crossing had a
manually operated gate.

R. H. Wendt  -  Michigan From the 1945 Jefferson Park Directory
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I am hoping that someone might be able to help me.  I am searching for anyone who might have known my
relatives who lived in Jefferson Park from 1940 to 1958.  Their names were Servillano (“Bill”) A. Castillo
and Dorothy Rice Castillo, and they lived at 5429 N. Linder Avenue.   They had a son, Arthur, who was born
in 1930.  They may have also had a younger child, a daughter named Cathleen.

Bill and Dorothy Castillo were my grandparents.  Their son Arthur, who died in Kansas in 1962 at age 31,
was my father.  I was put up for adoption at birth in 1961, and I have recently tracked down the surviving
members of my grandmother’s family:  my grandmother’s cousins.  They knew about me and have accepted
me as a member of the family, passing on to me my grandmother’s possessions, including photos and paintings
(both my grandparents were artists, and so was my dad).

I know that my father attended the Farnsworth
School (he graduated in 1943), but I haven’t been
able to figure out what high school he attended.

Here’s the biggest mystery of all.  I have been told
that my father had a younger sister, Cathleen, who
ran away from home as a teenager. If she’s still alive,
I’d like very much to find her! I wonder if anyone
might recognize the photos or remember the family.

In case it’s helpful, I know that my grandfather
worked at the post office as a clerk.  He was originally
from the Philippines.

Deborah Hause - Omaha, NE
Email: dhause@cox.net  Phone:  (402) 496-6598

Dorothy Castillo in front of her home at 5429
N. Linder Avenue.  CA  1956

Art Castillo in
uniform at left.

Art with his
mother Dorothy
at right.
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Inbound Chicago & N. W. CommuterTrain near Jefferson Park.
Photo taken by John Groenier  CA 1915 Photo Courtesy of Gail Weber

As a center of industry, trade and commerce, Chicago has long served as a destination for peoples
the world over to find a new life while having a go at turning a quick buck in the process. Our fair city’s
central location made it a natural as the hub for the movement of people and goods all over the North
American continent, which was after all the primary reason Chicago was first settled despite its thoroughly
inhospitable environment. Whereas Chicago’s role as the Midwest’s Gateway to the World has been told and
retold over in countless works over and over again, it is often forgotten that it is Jefferson Park that is the
“Gateway to Chicago” as the erudite Encyclopedia of Chicago kindly reminds us.

It didn’t have to be that way- some of the best opportunities are those that others want nothing to do
with. The original center of the wide swath of land that was Jefferson Township was further southeast along
Milwaukee Avenue in the vicinity of Six Corners where the Dickinson Tavern was located in what is today
Portage Park. When the Chicago Northwestern Railroad attempted to construct a route through Six Cornersin
the 1850’s, it had to be shelved due to villagers’ vehement opposition since the rural residents of what is
today Portage Park did not take kindly to the prospect of ‘city folk’ ruining their rustic way of life. The result

Jefferson Park - Gateway to Chicago & Transportation Hub
By Dan Pogorzelski

was that the railroad
was forced to skirt the
area, and Portage Park
would remain a sleepy
rural backwater into
the beginning of the
twentieth century
while the train station
near what is now
Milwaukee Avenue
and Higgins Road
spurred development
of today’s Jefferson
Park area into a
hustling and bustling
community.
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Together, Serving The Jefferson Park Community
With Over 100 Years of Services

KOLBUS-JOHN V. MAY
Funeral Home & Cremation Services

6857 W. Higgins Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60656
773-774-3232     •     www.kolbusmayfh.com

Directors:
Stephanie Brown    •    Karen Christensen

Eugene Cha    •    Michael Rominski

Family Owned & Operated

It shouldn’t be surprising Jefferson Park’s settlement was directly linked to the ability that residents
had in traveling outside of the area. The easier it became for people to trek through to other parts of the city,
the more it encouraged people to move into the area. This should come as no surprise since transportation has
always been one of the key factors determining where humans have settled. Where we can go determines
what we can accomplish in a very immediate way. However the means by which we have gotten to where we

The sign on the trolley reads LAWRENCE –
BROADWAY.  A man carefully exits the trolley
to avoid the oncoming vehicles.  Photo taken on
Lawrence Avenue near Austin on October 23,
1948.

need to go has changed over time, as new
technology and innovations slowly but surely
replaced the old. In the following pages are
some vintage photographs of how people in
Jefferson Park have gotten around and out of
the neighborhood in days gone by. These
shots of streetcars as well as the old ‘green
limousine’ buses, from the Chicago Transit
Authority historic collection and the Jefferson
Park Historical Society, are sure to stoke
memories for older residents in the area and
help to give the rest of us an idea of what life
was like in those olden days.

Photo Courtesy of the CTA



The photo is of a number 81 Lawrence Avenue bus at the Jefferson Park Terminal.
The sign in the background advertising the Jefferson Park shopping center is on the
old Holiday Ballroom building.

8.

This photo was taken on the Jefferson Park Bus Terminal dedication day, January 30,
1970.  At that time, the Blue Line ended in Jefferson Park and Jefferson Park was a
Greyhound bus stop.  The Greyhound bus stop is now located on River Road.

Photo Courtesy of Frank Suerth

Photo Courtesy of the CTA
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Photo Courtesy of  the CTA

This is a photo of the bus barn at 5301 W. Lawrence Avenue.  Visible on the far left is
a Jewel Food Store, which later became the Sportif Bike Shop.  The Bus Barn later
became  Jefferson State Bank and Parkway Bank.  The building is no longer standing.

Photo Courtesy of  the CTA

This is a photo of the interior of the bus barn.



An Irving Park – Cumberland bus exiting
the bus barn with bus driver and
Superintendent.  Gateway Theater marquee
can be seen at the far left.

10.
Photo Courtesy of  the CTA

Thank You Delightful Pastries
on Lawrence for the delightful

pastries donated for our meeting!
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Intersection of Milwaukee & Lawrence in December of 1956.  Old style electric trolley
bus is in front of the Fannie May Candies’ store.  At that time, the Bowman’s Milk
Dairy truck was a fixture on neighborhood streets. Photo Courtesy of  the CTA



Photo Courtesy of the Chicago Transit Authority

Since 1887
Main Office

4786 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630-3693

Phone: 773-283-4100
Fax: 773-283-0877

Drive Up/Walk Up Facility
4729 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Chicago, IL 60630-3693

Other Locations
Elmwood Park • Wheeling • Woodstock

Looking north on Milwaukee Avenue just south
of the intersection of Milwaukee & Lawrence on
January 1, 1955.  At that time, Hoyne Savings
shared the building with Walgreen’s Drugs.
Across Lawrence, Herbert Men’s Shop would
eventually become Mel’s Men’s shop.  On the
west side of Milwaukee Avenue is Time Personal
Loans, Borman Shoes, Annes Department store
and a southbound route 56 Milwaukee Bus.  On
the east side is Wimpy’s Restaurant, the Times
Theater, Jefferson Park Pharmacy (at that time
the oldest community drug store), Wolke &
Kotler Departments Store, Resnick’s
Department Store.  Note that three of the four
corners had newspaper stands!
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Westbound Lawrence Avenue Streetcar on Lawrence Avenue east of Austin.  The two
buildings on the right are still standing. Photo Courtesy of Frank Suerth

From left to right: Milwaukee & Foster Trolley Bus, Central Motor Bus and Norwood
Trolley at the Milwaukee & Foster intersection. Photo Courtesy of  the CTA

A financial services organization like no other

 • Wide range of
    products and
    services
 • Retirement plans
 • Annuities

 • Life insurance
 • Mutual funds
 • Health insurance
 • And other benefits
   of membership

Registered representative for securities offered through
Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave.
South, Minneapolis, MN 55415-1665, 800-
THRIVENT (800-847-4836) a wholly owned
subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Member

NASD, Member SIPC.

Edward R. Nelson Jr.  M. B. A., CLU
Financial Associate Chicago, IL
773-545-5244

20328PB  R9-05  200502657     ©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans15.

This is the intersection of Milwaukee &
Foster, looking south on Milwaukee.  A
Daily News paperboy is standing next to
the paper stand on the triangle shaped
property at Milwaukee & Foster.  On the
left, a Jefferson Park Policeman is
turning left onto Milwaukee Avenue
from Foster on a three-wheel bike.  The
photo was taken on August 4, 1955.

Photo Courtesy of  the CTA

Save Gas
Shop Locally
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Looking south on Milwaukee from the elevated train tracks near Edmonds.  The gas
station at the right, Moe and Joe’s auto repairs, is advertising regular gas for 25.5¢
per gallon.  The Kennedy Expressway is now at this location.  Across the alley on the
right is the building that once was the Jefferson Inn Café & Restaurant.  At the time
this photo was taken, it was likely still a restaurant/bar as a Coca-Cola sign on the side
of the building advertising French Fried Shrimp and a Schlitz beer sign is on the
front.  A few storefronts farther down is the Terminal “Discount” Liquor Mart with
their famous “Thirsty ?” sign.  Beyond Gale St. is a Savings and Loan.  On the east
side of Milwaukee, a few blocks down, is the Times Theater.  On the near left, with
parking in front and on the side, is Crest Drugs, 5300 N. Milwaukee.  Crest Drugs also
serves lunch.  Notice the streetcar tracks with penny parking meters on both sides of
Milwaukee Avenue.  Photo CA 1950

Photo Courtesy of the CTA
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Looking south on Milwaukee from the
elevated train tracks near Edmonds.
This was taken from the same location
as the photo on page 16 but this photo
is about 30 years older.  There are fewer
buildings and businesses on this part of
Milwaukee Avenue during this time
frame.  The Jefferson Inn on the right
is clearly visible with its sign on the roof
of the building.  At this time, the
Milwaukee Streetcar would go no
farther north and turn around near the
walkway leading up to the elevated train
station.  Photo taken by Curt Hinsch.

The photo of the man with the cigar is
James Townsend, a hard drink man,
who is believed to be an early proprietor
of the Jefferson Inn in the 1880’s.

Photo Courtesy of Ed Hinsch
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Robert Bank
REALTOR

TEMPO
REAL ESTATE, INC

4732 N. DAMEN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60625

Office: (773) 271-3200
Cell: (773) 677-8470

www.tempo-realestate.com

Looking north on Milwaukee from the elevated train tracks near Edmonds.  The
building on the right (now the location of the 16th police district’s parking garage) has
a tavern at the corner with an ice cream store farther down the side street.  The sign

Photo Courtesy of the CTAon the pointed piece of land
between Northwest Highway and
Milwaukee points to the free
parking lot down Northwest
Highway.  Photo CA 1950

Thank You Papa Nicholas on Milwaukee
for donating the best coffee in Jefferson-

Portage Park for our meeting!

FISCHMAN LIQUORS
Let our friendly staff cater your next party.  Great
deals and free delivery for those big events.
Whatever the occasion - graduation, wedding,
birthday, or anniversary - we’ve got you covered.

(773) 545-0123     Ask for Gus
Store Hours

Mon-Thur 7AM -12AM
Fri-Sat 7AM -  1AM
Sunday 11AM-11PM

Fischman’s
The Neighborhood Place to Be!

4776-80 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630

Our Lady of Victory
A Parish Community in the Roman Catholic Tradition

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Evening Mass

4:30 pm

Sunday Masses

8:00 am

9:30 am

11:15 am

Weekday Masses

6:30 am

7:30 am (Chapel)

Holy Day Masses

As Announced

Rosary

Daily in the Lower Church

after the 7:30 am Mass

Novena to

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Tuesday 7:00 pm

Eucharistic Adoration

Every 1st Friday

8:00 am until 7:00 pm

Holy Hour

Last Sunday of month

after the 11:15 am Mass

Our warmest welcome to all who
celebrate with us, whether visitors,
neighbors, long-time residents, or newly
arrived in the Neighborhood.
   Our parish family extends an invitation
to all to join us as we celebrate the
Centennial Year of our Serving God’s
People.
   Our Lady of Victory offers a diverse
group of ministries and organizations
to fill the varied interests of our 4,000
individual members.
   Our Lady of Victory School is open to
all regardless of religious affliation. Our
emphasis is, of course,  in the Roman
Catholic Tradition. This award winning
school has room for 500 students from
Pre-K through 8th Grade.
   Our Lady of Victory also supports a
vital Religious Education Center for all
ages. From three and four year-olds to
Seniors, we have a Religious Education
Program for all.
   Leisure time organizations are the
heartbeat of Our Lady of Victory, from
Scouting for boys and girls of all ages,
sport activites, to our Mothers’ Club,
Parish Men’s Club, Teen Club and
including our very active Music Ministry
of Children and Adult HandBell Choirs,
Children’s Choirs, Adult, Teen and
special  Choirs.

We welcome you to join with us in our
celebration of God’s Word.

Reverend Christopher Doering, Pastor

You are invited to:

5212 West Agatite Avenue

Chicago IL 60630

773 286-2950

www.olvchicago.org
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3 Generations of Family, Friends & Great Food!
5707 North Central Avenue • Chicago, IL 60646

Phone: (773) 775-5144 • Fax: (773) 775-3584

www.collettis.com

This is a 1966 aerial view photo of Jefferson Park before the bus terminal or Blue
Line was built.  The Kennedy, Milwaukee Avenue and part of Gale Street is shown.
At the upper right on Gale Street, you can see the Masonic Temple and the old 16th

Police Station. Photo Courtesy of the CTA

Michael A. Scavo
Agent

4770 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
Phone: (773) 282-6644
Fax: (773) 282-5471

24 Hour
Good Neighbor

Service ®

Serving Jefferson Park for Over 50 years 21.

This is a 1970 aerial view of the new Jefferson Park Bus Terminal and Blue Line.  At
that time the Blue Line stopped at Jefferson Park and did not go to O’Hare Airport.
Airport bound travelers would need to
board a bus here to be taken the rest of
the way.  This police station can be seen
at the upper right.  The Jefferson Park
field house and post office are at the upper
left with the Holliday Ballroom to the left
of the bus terminal.

Photo Courtesy of the CTA

Portage ParkPortage ParkPortage ParkPortage ParkPortage Park
HandymanHandymanHandymanHandymanHandyman

ServiceServiceServiceServiceService

Rich Escall ierRich Escall ierRich Escall ierRich Escall ierRich Escall ier
773.282.5857773.282.5857773.282.5857773.282.5857773.282.5857

portageparkhandyman.com
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Looking east-southeast, this aerial photo of Jefferson Park was taken in July of 1970.
The Beaubien elementary school at 5025 Laramie Avenue  can be  seen  at  the  upper
left with the rooftops of many homes east
the Kennedy Expressway.  At the far
upper right, the Mayfair Pumping
Station can be seen.  The Gateway
Theater can be seen on the upper right
with the Fire Station on Ainslie Street and
Lipps Avenue.  The Masonic Temple and
Police Station, complete with radio tower
can be seen in the foreground on Gale
Street. Photo Courtesy of the CTA

J BEEN HEATING

Specializing in Residential
Heating & Cooling

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Free Estimates       Phone: (773) 746-2633

23.

3.
http://www.nadignewspapers.com

Photo Courtesy of

Frank Suerth

The sign on the wall
of the building is
advertising Warner
& Moore Ford.  The
photo was taken on
January 29, 1930
before the Ford
dealership, at 5301
W. Lawrence Ave.,
became the Bus
Barn.

Download all the past
issues of the Jefferson
Park Historical Society
Newsletter at:

www.jeffersonparkhistory.org


